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Friday 13th January 2023  

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
Good to have our first full week back; it’s been very productive. And today turned out not to be 
unlucky, despite the date. Some upcoming dates (below) for you to note: parent/carer 
consultations, Federation consultations, phonics workshops. 
 
Watch out next week for a chilly drop in temperatures- dress warm as the levels go below zero. 
 
Thanks for your support with having us close the gates right on 8.45- it’s helping a lot. We will 
ring a bell to give a minute’s warning in case you are nearly there. Can we ask the for the KS1 
children that parents don’t try to collect direct from the door in the car park, as it makes it really 
difficult to know who’s been picked up and stops the rest of the line getting to the playground.  
 
Thanks. 
 
 
 
This Week 
 

Photos from this Week:  

 

Year 4 ‘s activism artwork creating images with a message behind them using graffiti 
and street art  styles 
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Year 3 are studying drawing in Art. In our first lesson, we made an observational, still-
life drawing of our shoes. 

 

Lovely home learning from Y3 on the topic of time 

 

Children in nursery have launched their new project 'Once upon a time' with 
numerous stories! Some children were trying to solve the mystery of who ate the 
bears' porridge and enjoyed a yummy plate themselves at the end of the week.  
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Y1 reading the Gruffalo to each other  

 
Events happening next week   
 

Monday KS2 Assembly 
   

Tuesday 
 

 

Wednesday Governors’ visit 
Y6 Hockey coaching 

Thursday 
 

 

Friday 
 

Friday assemblies 

 
 
News and reminders (new items in blue, previous items in black) 
 
Federation Consultation January 25th, 6.30pm 
 
As you know, the Avondale Park and St Anne’s Governing Board has been exploring the opportunity to 
formally federate with the Fox Federation (Fox, Avonmore and Ashburnham primaries). Part of the 
process is information sharing and gathering with the key stakeholders. On 20th January 2023, we will 
commence a consultation to discuss the proposal for APSA Federation and the Fox Federation to join, 
creating one Governing Board across the four schools and one standalone nursery. School leadership 
will be unchanged and Paul Cotter will still be the Executive Head as he is now. The consultation 
document will be available from 5pm Friday 20th January via the schools' websites, and at the 
school’s office. The consultation period will close on Friday 10th March. Representatives of the 
Governing Board and school leadership will be available to answer questions at the school:  
January 25th, 6.30pm.  
Please do come along to share your views. If you are unable to attend this one, there are meetings at 
the other school that you can attend: 

  
Fox Primary School - 7th February, 5pm - 6pm 
Avonmore Primary School - 21st February, 5pm - 6pm 
Ashburnham Community School - 22nd February, 9am - 10am 
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Parent/carer consultations  
The next parent/carer consultations will be on Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th January in the 
afternoon, in person. Please see below the range of times and locations. Teachers will adapt their 
timings slightly and the available slots will be bookable next week on ParentMail. 
 
 

 
 
Happy Handwriting 
From next week, Reception to Year 6 will be using the Happy Handwriting programme by Harper 
Collins. Teachers will be focusing on joins and letter formations in line with the National Curriculum 
expectations for each year group. Reception and Key Stage One children will have a short lesson 
everyday and Key Stage Two will have 2-3 short lessons per week. The children will get to practise 
their handwriting, use the new resources and new pencils that support children's grip. The aim is for 
children to become more confident, fluent writers and we look forward to seeing the outcomes. 
Teachers may choose to send additional handwriting sheets home as well.  
 

 
For more information please read the article by Dr Jane Medwell who created the programme:  

  shorturl.at/ACDU1 
 
 
Cost of living 
As we know, the costs of everything are ever-increasing. If you are struggling as a family with making 
ends meet, please have a chat with Michele in case there is anything we can help with.  
 
CPOMS 
CPOMS – Child Protection Online Management System- is a digital record that we use for attendance, 
behaviour and child protection information. 13,000 schools in the UK use this, the largest provider of 

shorturl.at/ACDU1
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its type. Schools who have the same system can securely transfer information for children who are 
leaving or joining. Avondale have been using it for over two years, and it replaces paper-based 
records. All staff have received training on how to use the system. Information has levels of access, 
and is secured with two-factor authentication. 
 
School Tours 
We offer school tours for prospective parents at 9am; here are the next dates. If you know of a family 
interested in having a look around, please pass on the info. Bookings via the office.  
23rd November     7th December    10th January     1st February 
 
Calendar 
A live calendar for school events is found here 
 
Friday afternoon 
School finishes on a Friday at 2.15pm. The full 32.5hrs of schooling is fulfilled during the week. For 
parents and carers in work or education who have no other childcare, there are a limited number of 
places and these are allocated following application and at the school’s discretion. 
 
After School Clubs 
Thank you to all parents that have booked clubs this week. We request that you arrive on time at 
4.30pm to collect your child using the main school gate in Gorham Place. 

 
Please pay on the ParentMail App or visit the school office if you wish to book.  
 

             Stars of the Week            

Nursery Well done to ELM CLASS for solving the mystery of who 

ate the porridge! Your curiosity towards our new project 

has been fantastic. Keep up your hard work! 

Alexa’s 

Reception 

MARLEY for amazing focus in our Phonics lessons this 

week. You are becoming more confident to read and 

write and we love your determination! 

Kripali’s 

Reception 

NEHEMIAH for developing your confidence and 

showing progress in your reading skills. You are also 

showing great enthusiasm during Maths learning – keep 

it up!  

 

Cassi’s Yr 1 SEAN for amazing reading this week! It has been a 

pleasure listening to you read, thank you for putting in 

your full effort! 

Emily’s Y1 ANTHONY is a shining star is our class. He consistently 

tries his best to do his learning at a very high standard. 

He is kind and respectful to all adults across the school. 

He has really persevered with his phonics recently too! 

Nana’s Y2 ELLA for trying your best in all subjects this week. You are 

really impressing us with your motivation and 

perservance especially in Maths. Keep it up ‘Elles Bells’! 

https://apsafederation.com/Termdates.html
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Becksy’s Y2 TOMMY for trying incredibly hard in all his subjects this 

week. I've been really impressed with his effort to finish 

all of his learning across all subjects. Rebecca has also 

been incredibly impressed with determination to 

complete more work independently and focus on his 

letter formation in his writing. 

Pippa’s Y3 MOHAMMED, for your enthusiasm, hard work and 

aspiration. You are always ready to contribute to our 

learning in every lesson and share your learning. We are 

so impressed with your clear, focussed presentation 

and answers and how you have developed this skill in 

Year 3. Keep going Mohammed! 

 

George’s Y3 AHMED for thinking hard this week. In Maths, you have 

shown perseverance and have had a real positive 

learning attitude. Well done, we are so proud of you. 

Keep it up! 

Emma’s Y4 NYLAH for her super focus in class, active listening and 

being really engaged in all lessons since being back. 

She has really tried to push her own learning on. Well 

done your efforts! 

Hanna’s Y4 WINDYSEL is my star this week for the enthusiasm and 

perseverance you show to learning each day. This 

week especially, you have had a fantastic attitude to 

everything you have tried, and have found you can do 

things you thought were far too tricky at the start. You 

are a delight to teach Windysel, keep it up! 

Francesca’s Y5 HARRY for making a huge effort to be focused and 

follow the instructions during all lessons this week. You 

have taken great pride in your learning and 

contributed really well during class discussions- keep it 

up! 

Jodie’s Y5 SHEKINAH for showing a lot of resilience in Maths this 

week and really trying hard to work through 

challenging problems. 

Natalie’s Y6 ZURIELL I have seen a notable shift in Zuriell’s attitude 

toward learning this week. Zuriell has been prepared to 

discuss his mistakes in front of the class - helping to 

develop everyone’s understanding. This is such an 

important attribute and is directly linked with our school 

values. Keep it up! 
 

Attendance 
Attendance at school is compulsory and all children should be in school unless they are ill. If your 
child is unwell and unable to attend school, I remind parents that they need to contact the school 
office either by phone: 020 7727 7727 or via the Parent mail App or via email: 
info@apsafederation.com before the start of the school day. 
We are having a real push on attendance and punctuality this year.  
Thank you 
 
Winning classes this week: 

mailto:info@apsafederation.com
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KS1 Winners:   

Emily's 

97.9% 

 

KS2 Winners: 

Francesca's    

98.9% 
 
And finally… 

Friday 13th is considered unlucky, but it occurs at least once a year, and as often as 
three times. This year it will happen twice, and in fact will occur in any month that 
starts with a Sunday.  
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Ben McMullen 


